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A comprehensive list is provided of all family-group and other suprageneric names 
proposed for the order Siluriformes. The list contains 169 names including both available 
and unavailable names, whether in current usage or not. Dates and authorship for all 
names are provided. In view of the present intense research activity on catfish phylogeny 
and classification, this list will be a useful reference for future work, avoiding unnecessary 
proposal of new names and facilitating decisions on priority. 


During the past few decades, there has been a growing interest in the study of higher-level 
relationships among catfishes (Ostariophysi: Siluriformes). This interest has resulted in several 
doctoral dissertations and publications on phylogenetic relationships of one or more families of 
catfishes. A number of these studies have included revisions in the classification of families, with the 
recognition of additional monophyletic groups above the generic level. Many of these newly-recog¬ 
nized suprageneric groups have previously been assigned formal family-level names. Others with 
informal names will likely be given formal names in the future. The tracing of family-level groups 
and their dates can be difficult. A number of obscure, but available, names have been proposed in rare 
or inaccessible publications and others are buried in texts on unrelated groups making their discovery 
unlikely for the specialist. Because of that, the assignment of family-group names to the classification 
of various catfish groups has on occasion been mistaken in both the older and modem literature. We 
believe that the piecemeal correction of these errors is detrimental to the stability of the classification 
of catfishes. 

In anticipation of future phylogenetic studies, the results of which may necessitate the recognition 
of more family-level groups of catfishes, we have attempted to collect all previously proposed names 
among catfishes. This provides a comprehensive list that will serve as a general reference for future 
classificatory works on siluriforms. We made an effort to locate all relevant names, whether or not 
in current use. As groupings of catfish are reexamined, it is possible that two or more currently used 
names may be synonymous at some level. Following the rules of priority, it would then be necessary 
to establish which name was proposed first. To that end, we have attempted to provide the earliest 
use for each of the names. 

Unlike generic and specific names, use of family-level names has historically been rather 
informal in ichthyology and, we believe, in zoology as a whole. Names are often cited without 


1 




2 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

Volume 51, No. 1 


authorship or with no indication of the date of first usage. The initial proposal of family-level names 
often lacks an indication that the author intended to coin a new name. The rules that govern the 
formation of new family-level names are considerably less stringent than those for names at the 
generic and specific level. While not advocating more strict requirements, we believe that everyone 
benefits if new names are proposed with care, and that proper attribution should be made when 
family-level names are used. 


METHODS 

Throughout the paper, we refer to the third edition of the International Code of Zoological 
Nomenclature (ICZN 1985) as the Code. 

The name list was built on the basis of statements in the literature, deliberate search for additional 
names in references, and fortuitous encounters during our reading on other topics. We benefited 
greatly from access to a copy of Henry W. Fowler’s draft list of fishes of the world that is on file at 
the California Academy of Sciences. Fowler attempted to document the earliest usage of every 
family-level name and the first proposed usage at each level within the range of family-level taxa. 
We checked each citation by Fowler, and in many cases found earlier usage of a name. In some cases 
we have not been able to confirm the names listed in the publications which he cited. 

In the process of our search, we considered only works that are unquestionably published, thus 
excluding dissertations and similar documents. This follows the criteria of publication of the Code 
(Arts. 8, 9). Only names that were clearly proposed as suprageneric are included. Accordingly, all 
names proposed in Cuvier (1816) and Cuvier and Valenciennes (1840), except SiluroTdes, are 
unavailable because there is no evidence that they were applied at a suprageneric rank. 

Names in the following list represent the earliest form we encountered of what we believe to be 
a suprageneric scientific name. We have included names that have their basis in a generic name, as 
well as names that have been proposed without an underlying generic name. All of the latter are 
unavailable by our reading of the Code, and some of the former are likewise unusable for other reasons. 
We chose to include all names in order to provide the most complete record of names proposed for 
catfishes. The Code changes, and it is possible that future versions of the Code may change the status 
of currently unavailable names. 

In attempting to determine the availability of the names listed below, we encountered two 
provisions of the Code that relate to several names, and we think it best to summarize our thoughts 
here, rather than repeat our statements in each relevant account. Article 13 of the Code requires that 
all new names published after 1930 be “accompanied by a description or definition that states in words 
characters that are purported to differentiate the taxon.” This requirement was first stated in the second 
edition of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN 1961), but backdated to 1930. 
No equivalent provision was in force for family-group names previous to 1961, although a recom¬ 
mendation to that effect was put forth in the Copenhagen Decisions on Zoological Nomenclature 
(Hemming 1953). Therefore, a family-group name first published between 1930 and 1961 that was 
based on an available generic name but without a diagnosis was validly proposed when published, 
but is not now available because of the provisions of Art. 13. Within catfishes, family-group names 
published in Fowler (1935), Hoedeman (1949), Fowler (1951) and Fernandez-Yepez and Martin 
(1953) fall into this category. By our reading of the Code these names may be made available again 
by use of the name in conjunction with a diagnosis, as was done in Lundberg et al. (1991), for the 
name Pseudopimelodinae. 

Article 29 of the Code requires that family-group names be formed by the addition of a prescribed 
suffix to the stem derived from a generic name. Names first proposed prior to 1900 are exempt from 
the requirement of a suffix [Art. 1 l(f)iii], provided the names have been subsequently adopted with 
an appropriate suffix. The first proposal of several catfish family-group names (e.g., Loricaria 
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Rafinesque, 1815, Siluroides Cuvier, 1816, and Hypostomiden Kner, 1853) fit into this category and 
are, by our interpretation, available. An unusual case is provided in the work of Bleeker (1858). 
Suprageneric names of the ranks of subfamily, stirps, and cohors were provided with standardized 
suffixes added to generic stems. The type genera of the names were not designated but can be inferred 
from the generic stem. However, in two cases, subfamily-level names are somewhat ambiguous with 
regard to the type genus. The Silurichthyoidei included the genera Silurus and Silurichthys , and the 
Bagrichthyoidei included Bagnis and Bagrichthys. Bleeker (1858) uniformly used the complex suffix 
-ichthyoidei for subfamily names (e.g., Sisorichthyoidei for Sisot\ and Plotosichthyoidei for Ploto- 
sus). As such, we conclude that Silurus and Bagnis were the intended types for the Silurichthyoidei 
and Bagrichthyoidei, respectively. 


Form of Presentation 

In the list below, we provide the family-level name as originally spelled, its author, date of 
publication and, when specified, original rank. We list the names in alphabetical order, and at the end 
of each account we provide the current familial allocation of its type genus. For a name with no type 
genus, we inferred the current familial placement on the basis of included taxa, even though the name 
is not available. For a name that is based on a generic name, we also include the type genus with 
corresponding author and date of publication. 

Information relating to the type genus was not always complete in the publication in which the 
family-level name was first used. We copied all pertinent information provided in the publication, 
whether it was associated directly with the proposed name or found elsewhere in the text. Additional 
information about the type genus that was not found in the publication, but inferred by us, is enclosed 
in brackets. In all cases, we agree with Eschmeyer and Bailey (in Eschmeyer 1998) on the source and 
date of publication of the generic names. Therefore, literature citations that relate only to generic 
names are not included here, but can be found in Eschmeyer (1998). Generic names preceded by a 
dagger (t) indicate a name proposed for a fossil taxon. 

Unless otherwise noted, we consider the names listed to be available. Appendix 1 shows the same 
list arranged according to currently valid families. The spelling provided for currently-used family 
names follows Steyskal (1980). We note that the spellings recommended in Steyskal (1980) are not 
uniformly adopted (e.g.. Nelson 1996; Eschmeyer 1998). However, as no alternative explanation of 
the derivation of these names has been more recently published, we continue to use Steyskafs 
spellings. 


Family-Level Names of Siluriformes 

Acanthicini Bleeker, 1862:2 (stirps). Type genus: Acanthicus Spix [Spix and Agassiz, 1829]. 
Loricariidae. 

Acestridiinae Isbriicker and Nijssen, 1974:67, 68 (subfamily). Type genus: Acestridiwn Haseman, 
1911. Loriicariidae. 

Acestrini Bleeker, 1862:4 (stirps). Type genus: Acestra Kner, [1853]. Permanently invalid, following 
Art. 39 of the Code. Acestra Kner is preoccupied by Dali, 1 852, in Hemiptera. Loricariidae. 
Acrochordonichthyini de Pinna, 1996:61 (tribe). Type genus: Aeroehordonichthys Bleeker, 1858. 
Akysidae. 

Ageneiosi Bleeker, 1862:14 (phalanx). Type genus: Ageneiosus Lac [La Cepede, 1803]. Auchenip- 
teridae. 

Ailichthyoidei Bleeker, 1858:ix, 49, 248 (subfamily). Type genus: Ailia Gray, [1831]. Also proposed 
in the same publication as phalanx Ailianini Bleeker, 1858:ix, 49. Schilbidae. 

Akyses Gill, 1861 b:52 (group). Type genus: Akysis Bleeker, [I860]. Akysidae. 
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Amblycepinae Day, 1873:cclxviii (subfamily). Type genus: Amblvceps Blyth, 1858. Amblycipitidae. 

Amiurina Gunther, 1864:98. Type genus: Amiurus [Ameiurus Rafinesque, 1820]. The family-level name 
must be corrected to Ameiurina, following Art. 35(d) of the Code. Ictaluridae. 

Amphiliidae Regan, 1911:565 (family). Type genus: Amphilius [Gunther, 1864]. Also proposed in same 
publication as subfamily Amphiliinae. Amphiliidae. 

Anchariidae Glaw and Vences, 1994:380 (family). Type genus: Ancharius Steindachner, 1881. Glaw and 
Vences cite de Pinna’s unpublished dissertation and a then-unpublished manuscript by Stiassny as 
the source of this family name. Stiassny and Raminosoa (1994:140, footnote 4) also use the name, 
but do not provide characters that purport to differentiate the family, as required in Art. 13 of the 
Code. Thus, it appears that Glaw and Vences provide the first published use of the name Anchariidae 
that satisfies the requirements of availability. Anchariidae. 

Ancistri Kner, 1854:6 (Untergruppe). Type genus: Ancistrus Kner, 1854. Proposed as an alternate name 
for Lictores. First used in Kner (1853:282) but not available from that publication because Ancistnis 
was not yet published. Loricariidae. 

Andinichthyidae Gayet, 1988:833 (family). Type genus: t Andinichthys Gayet, 1988. Andinichthyidae. 

Anesipoma Latreille, 1825:125 (tribe). Not available. Not based on a generic name, lncertae sedis. 

Anodontes Bleeker, 1858:49, 245 (phalanx). Listed with Hypophthalmus as sole included genus. Not 
available, not based on a generic name. Pimelodidae. 

Argeini Bleeker, 1862:15 (stirps). Type genus: Arges Val [Valenciennes, in Cuvier and Valenciennes, 
1840]. Astroblepidae. 

Arii Bleeker, 1862:7, 25 (phalanx). Type genus: Arius Val [Valenciennes, in Cuvier and Valenciennes, 
1840]. Ariidae. 

Ariobagri Bleeker, 1862:10 (phalanx). Not available, not based on a generic name, lncertae sedis. 

Ariodontes Bleeker, 1858:49, 57 (phalanx). Not available, not based on a generic name. lncertae sedis. 

Aspidoradidi Hoedeman, 1952:4 (tribe). Type genus: Aspidorcis Ihering, 1907. Callichthyidae. 

Aspredinae Swainson, 1838:332, 354 (subfamily). Type genus: Aspredo Artedi [= Aspredo Swainson, 
1838, not Aspredo Scopoli, 1777], Also in Swainson, 1839:189, 308. Permanently invalid, as the 
name is based on a junior homonym (ICZN 1985, art. 39). Aspredinidae. 

Aspredinidae Adams et al., 1854:107 (family). Type genus: [Aspredo ? Scopoli, 1777]. It is not clear 
whether this name is based on Aspredo Scopoli or on Aspredo Swainson, 1838. The diagnosis of the 
family indicates the presence of a “first pectoral ray generally excessively developed,” which is not 
consistent with the description of Swainson. If this name is not considered available, the next name 
that dates to Aspredo Scopoli is Aspredinoidei (Bleeker, 1858:327; also Aspredinini). Bleeker's 
Aspredo comes from usage of Valenciennes (in Cuvier and Valenciennes, 1840), which is based on 
Aspredo of Gronovius (1763), on which Scopoli also based his Aspredo. Aspredinidae. 

Astephinae Grande and Lundberg, 1988:146 (subfamily). Type genus: t Astephus Cope, 1 873. Ictaluridae. 

Astroblepiformes Bleeker, 1862:15 (subfamily). Type genus: Astrobiepus Humb [Humboldt, 1805]. 
Astroblepidae. 

Astrophysi Bleeker, 1862:7 (phalanx). Type genus: Asterophysus Kner, [1858]. The family-level name 
must be corrected to Asterophysi, following Art. 35(d) of the Code. Auchenipteridae. 

Auchenipterini Bleeker, 1862:14 (stirps). Type genus: Auchenipterus Val [Valenciennes, in Cuvier and 
Valenciennes, 1840]. Eigenmann and Eigenmann (1890) synonymized Eitanemus Muller and Tro- 
schel, 1842, into Auchenipterus and adopted the name Auchenipterinae over the older Euanemini 
Bleeker, 1858. Since then, Euanemini has not been used. Article 40(b) of the Code allows for the 
continued usage of a generally-accepted, junior family-level synonym over an unused older name and 
provides an example that closely resembles the situation here. By this provision of the Code, the name 
Auchenipterini is to be considered a senior synonym of Euanemini. Auchenipteridae. 

Auchenoglanidinae Jayaram, 1966:1119 (subfamily). Type genus: Auchenogkmis Gunther, 1864. Claro- 
teidae. 
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Austroglanididae Mo, 1991:160 (family). Type genus: Austroglanis Skelton, Risch and Vos, 1984. 
Austroglanididae. 

Bagarina Gunther, 1864:3, 9, 183 (group). Type genus: Bagarius Bleeker, [1853]. Sisoridae. 

Bagreidae Schultz, 1944:182 (family). Type genus: Bagre Oken, 1817. Ariidae. 

Bagrichthyes Bleeker, 1862:8, 48 (phalanx). Type genus: Bagrichthys Bleeker, 1858. Bagridae. 

Bagrichthyoidei Bleeker, 1858:49, 54 (subfamily). Type genus: Bagrus Blkr. [= Bose, 1816]. Also 
proposed as cohors Bagrini in the same publication (p. 49, 64). Based on the style of Bleeker's 
subfamily name generation, we consider this name available with Bagrus , and not Bagrichthys 
Bleeker, as type. Bagridae. 

Bagroidinae Jayaram, 1968:371 (subfamily). Type genus: Bagroides Bleeker, 1851. Bagridae. 

Batasinae Tilak, 1967:431 (subfamily). Type genus: Batasio Blyth, 1860. Bagridae. 

Batrachocephalinae Gill, 1893:132 (subfamily). Type genus: [Batrachocephalus] Bleeker, [1846]. 
Ariidae. 

Bunocephalini Bleeker, 1858:xi, 328 (phalanx). Type genus: Bunocephalus Kner, [ 1855]. Aspredini- 
dae. 

Callichthini Bonaparte, 1838:131 (subfamily?). Type genus: [Callichthys Scopoli, 1777]. Callichthy- 
idae. 

Callophysinae Eigenmann, 1890:12 (subfamily). Type genus: [Callophysus, = Calophysus Muller 
and Troschel, 1842]. Generic and subfamily names spelled consistently throughout Eigenmann, 
1890 (also in Eigenmann and Eigenmann 1890:6, 7, 94) following changed spelling in Muller 
and Troschel (1849), which is a misspelling (and not an unjustified emendation). Because of this, 
the spelling Callophysinae is a based on a misspelled generic name and must be corrected to 
Calophysinae. Pimelodidae. 

Cascaduridi Hoedeman, 1952:3 (tribe). Type genus: Cascadura Ellis, 1913. Callichthyidae. 

Centrochirinae Fowler, 1951:3 (subfamily). Type genus: Centrochir Agassiz, 1829. This name was 
available when published, but it does not now meet the criterion for availability specified in Art. 
13 of the Code and is therefore unavailable. Doradidae. 

Centromochli Bleeker, 1862:7 (phalanx). Type genus: Centromochlus Kner, [1858]. Auchenipteri- 
dae. 

Cetopsini Bleeker, 1858:49, 250, 257 (phalanx). Type genus: Cetopsis Ag [Agassiz, 1 829]. Cetopsi- 
dae. 

Chacini Bleeker, 1858:49, 310, 322 (phalanx). Type genus: Chaca CV [= Gray, 1831]. Chacidae. 

Chaetostomidi Fowler, 1958:14 (tribe). Type genus: Chaetostomus Heckel, [1846]. Loricariidae. 

Chiloglanidinae Riehl and Baensch, 1990:396 (Unterfamilie). Type genus: [Chiloglanis Peters, 
1868]. Mochokidae. 

Chrysichthyinae Regan, 1911:561. Type genus: Chtysichthys [Bleeker, 1863]. Also mistakenly 
proposed as new in Jayaram (1966). Claroteidae. 

Clariini Bonaparte, 1846:5 (subfamily?). Type genus: [Clarias Scopoli, 1777]. Clariidae. 

Claroteini Bleeker, 1862:4 (stirps). Type genus: Clarotes Kner, [1855]. Claroteidae. 

Clypeati Kner, 1853:282. Not available, not based on a generic name. Proposed as a subgroup of 
Loricariidae for Sisor. Sisoridae. 

Continae de Pinna, 1996:64 (subfamily). Type genus: Conta Hora, 1950. Erethistidae. 

Copionodontinae de Pinna, 1992:179 (subfamily). Type genus: Copionodon de Pinna, 1992. 
Trichomycteridae. 

Corydoradinae Eloedeman, 1952:4 (subfamily). Type genus: Coiydoras La Cepede, 1803. Also 
proposed as a new tribe Corydoradidi in the same publication. Callichthyidae. 

Cranoglanidae Myers, 1931:355 (family). Type genus: Cranoglanis Peters, 1880. Cranoglanididae. 

Cyclopidae Eigenmann, 1910:416 (family). Type genus: Cyclopium Swainson, 1838. Astroblepidae. 

Dianemidi Hoedeman, 1952:4 (tribe). Type genus: Dianema Cope, 1872. Callichthyidae. 
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Diplomystidae Eigenmann, 1890:14 (family). Type genus: Diplomystes [Bleeker, 1858]. Diplomystidae. 

Dipteronotes Dumeril, 1856:479 (family). Not available. Proposed for a broad array of catfish genera, but 
not on an available generic name. Incertae sedis. 

Doiichthyidae Weber 1913:532 (family). Type genus: Doiichthys, Weber 1913. Ariidae. 

Doradini Bleeker, 1858:48, 52 (phalanx). Type genus: Doras CV [= La Cepede, 1803]. Doradidae. 

Doumeinae Regan, 1911:554. Type genus: [Donmea Sauvage, 1879]. Amphiliidae. 

Eremophilini Bonaparte, 1846:5 (subfamily?). Type genus: [Eremophilus Humboldt, 1805]. 
Trichomycteridae. 

Erethistides Bleeker, 1862:13 (phalanx). Type genus: Erethistes Mull. Trosch. [Muller and Troschel, 
1849]. Erethistidae. 

Euanemini Bleeker, 1858:49, 189 (cohors). Type genus: Euanemus Muller and Troschel, [1842]. 
Auchenipteridae. 

Exostomatina Gunther, 1864:264. Type genus: Exostoma Blyth, [I860]. Sisoridae. 

Farlowellidi Fowler, 1958:14 (tribe). Type genus: Farlowella Eigenmann and Eigenmann, [1889]. 
Loricariidae. 

Gephyroglanidini Jayaram, 1966:1099 (tribe). Type genus: Gephvroglanis Boulenger, 1899. Claroteidae. 

Glanapteryginae Myers, 1944:592 (subfamily). Type genus: Glanapteiyx Myers. 1927. Trichomycteridae. 

Glani Latreille, 1825:125 (tribe). Not available. Proposed for a broad array of catfish genera, but not on a 
generic name recognized as valid or even available at that time. Incertae sedis. 

Glyptosterni Gill, 1861 b:53 (group). Type genus: Glyptostenmm McClelland, [1842]. Sisoridae. 

Glyptothoracini de Pinna, 1996:64 (tribe). Type genus: Glyptothorax Blyth, 1860. Sisoridae. 

Goniodontes Kner, 1853:279 (family). Not available, not based on a generic name. Used as an alternative 
name for Loricata Kner, 1853. Loricariidae. 

Harttiinae Boeseman, 1971:4, 10 (subfamily). Type genus: Harttia Steindachner, 1876. Loricariidae. 

Helogenidae Regan, 1911:573 (family). Type genus: Helogenes [Gunther, 1863]. Cetopsidae. 

Hemidoradinae Fowler, 1951:3 (subfamily). Type genus: Hemidoras Bleeker, 1858. Available when 
published, but does not meet availability criterion as now specified in Art. 13 of the Code. Doradidae. 

Hemiodontichthyina Isbriicker, 1979a:88, 89 (subtribe). Type genus: Hemiodontichthys Bleeker, 1862. 
Loricariidae. 

Hemipimelodinae Gill, 1 861 b:46 (subfamily). Type genus: [Hemipimelodus Bleeker, 1858]. This subfa- 
milial name is mentioned briefly in the text, noting that only one genus is included. Ariidae. 

Heptapterinae Gill, 1861 b:54 (subfamily). Type genus: Heptapterus Bleeker, [1858]. Pimelodidae. 

Heterobranchia Latreille, 1825:125 (tribe). Not available. Proposed for a group consisting of the genera 
Plotose [s/c] and Macropterotere [s/c] and therefore not based on a genus recognized as valid in that 
publication. 

Heterobranchoidei Bleeker, 1858:33,37,41,333 (family). Type genus: Heterobranclms Geoffr [Geoffroy 
St. Hilaire, 1808]. The name Heterobranchini is also proposed in the same publication. Clariidae. 

Heteropneustidae Flora, 1936:209 (family). Type genus: Heteropneustes Muller, 1840. Heteropneustidae. 

Hopliancistrini Isbriicker and Nijssen, 1989:543 (tribe). Type genus: Hopliancistrus Isbriicker and 
Nijssen, 1989. Loricariidae. 

Hoplomizoninae Fernandez-Yepez, 1950:113 (subfamily). Type genus: Hoplomyzon [Myers. 1942]. 
Spelling of name incorrectly derived from type genus. Correct spelling is Hoplomyzontinae, as 
currently recognized. Aspredinidae. 

Hoplosterninae Miranda Ribeiro, 1959:1 (Grupo). Type genus: Hoplosternum Gill, 1858. Callichthyidae. 

Hypophthalmini Bleeker, 1862:15 (stirps). Type genus: Hypophthalmus Spix [Spix and Agassiz, 1829]. 
Pimelodidae. 

Hypoptopominae Eigenmann and Eigenmann, 1890:8, 12, 353, 388 (subfamily). Type genus: Hypop- 
topoma Gunther, 1868. Spelling of name incorrectly derived from type genus. Correct spelling is 
Hypoptopomatinae, as currently recognized. Loricariidae. 
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ITypostomiden Kner, 1853:279. Type genus: Hypostomus La Cepede, 1803. Loricariidae. 

Hypsidoridae Grande, 1987:28 (family). Type genus: t Hypsidoris Lundberg and Case, 1970. Also 
as superfamily Hypsidoroidea in the same publication. Hypsidoridae. 

lchthyaelurinae Meek, 1904:10 (subfamily). Type genus: Ichthyaelunis [= Ichthaelurus) Cope, 1868. 
The family-group name must be corrected to lchthyaelurinae, following Art. 35(d) of the Code, 
lctaluridae. 

Ictaluri Gill, 1861 b:49 (group). Type genus: Ictalurus Raf [Rafinesque, 1820]. lctaluridae. 

Inermes Kner, 1853:282. Not available, not based on a generic name. Proposed as an alternate name 
for Clypeati, a subgroup of Loricata, for Sisor Hamilton, 1822. Sisoridae. 

Kryptopterini Bleeker, 1862:18, 85 (stirps). Type genus: Kiyptopterus Bleeker, [1858], Siluridae. 

Laguviini de Pinna, 1996:65 (tribe). Type genus: Laguvia Hora, 1921. Erethistidae. 

Lictores Kner, 1853:282, 1854:255. Not available, not based on a generic name. Proposed as an 
alternate name for Ancistri. Loricariidae. 

Lithodoradinae Fowler, 1951:3 (subfamily). Type genus: Lithodoras [Bleeker, 1862]. Available when 
published, but does not meet availability criterion as now specified in Art. 13 of the Code. 
Doradidae. 

Lithogeneinae Gosline, 1947:80 (subfamily). Type genus: Lithogenes Eigenmann, 1909. Correct 
spelling should be Lithogeninae, as currently adopted. Loricariidae. 

Lithoxina Isbriicker, 1980:77 (subtribe). Type genus: Lithoxus Eigenmann, 1910. Loricariidae. 

Loricaria Rafinesque, 1815:89 (subfamily). Type genus: Loricaria Linnaeus, 1758. Loricariidae. 

Loricariichthyina Isbriicker, 1979a:87, 89 (subtribe). Type genus: Loricariichthys Bleeker, 1862. 
Loricariidae. 

Luciopimelodinae Driver, 1919:451 (subfamily). Type genus: Luciopimelodus Eigenmann and 
Eigenmann, 1888. Pimelodidae. 

Malapterurini Bleeker, 1858:ix (subfamily). Type genus: Mcilapteninis Lac [La Cepede, 1803]. 
Malapteruridae. 

Metaloricariina Isbriicker, 1979a:88, 90 (subtribe). Type genus: Metaloricaria, Isbriicker 1975. 
Loricariidae. 

Mochokidae Jordan, 1923:150 (family). Type genus: Mochokus Joannis, 1835. Mochokidae. 

Mystidae Fowler, 1935:275. Type genus [Mystus Scopoli, 1777]. This name was available when 
published, but it does not meet the criterion for availability as now specified in Art. 13 of the 
Code and is therefore unavailable. Mystini Hoedeman, 1949, is similarly unavailable. Bagridae. 

Nangrina de Pinna, 1996:62 (subtribe). Type genus: Nangra Day, 1876. Sisoridae. 

Nematogenyini Bleeker, 1862:16 (stirps). Type genus: Nematogenys Girard, 1854. Nematogenyidae. 

Nematognathi Gill, 1861a: 11, 56 (order). Not available as a family-group name, not based on a 
generic name. Proposed as an alternate name for Siluriformes. 

Neoplecostominae Regan, 1904:306 (subfamily). Type genus: Neoplecostomus Eigenmann and 
Eigenmann, 1888. Loricariidae. 

Olyrinae Gill, 1893:132 (subfamily). Type genus: Olyra, McClelland 1842. Bagridae. 

Oplophoria Rafinesque, 1815:88 (family). Not available as a family-group name, not based on a 
generic name. Apparently the first collective name for fishes now called Siluriformes. 

Osteogeniosinae Fowler, 1951:3 (subfamily). Type genus: Osteogeneiosus Bleeker, 1846. Available 
when published, but does not meet availability criterion as now specified in Art. 13 of the Code. 
Ariidae. 

Otocinclini Isbriicker, 1979b: 114 (tribe). Type genus: Otocinclus Cope, 1871. Loricariidae. 

Otothyrini Schaefer, 1991:31 (tribe). Type genus: Otothyris Myers, 1927. Loricariidae. 

Pangasianodonidi Fowler, 1958:14 (tribe). Type genus: Pangasianodon Chevey, [1930]. Pangasiidae. 

Pangasini Bleeker, 1858:49, 63 (cohors). Type genus: Pangasius CV [Valenciennes, in Cuvier and 
Valenciennes, 1840]. Pangasiidae. 
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Parakysidae Roberts, 1989:141 (family). Type genus: Parakysis Herre, 1840. Akysidae. 

Pareiodontinae Eigenmann, 1918:261 (subfamily). Type genus: Pcireiodon Kner, 1855. Trichomycteridae. 

Pelteobagrini Jayaram, 1966:1071 (tribe). Type genus: Pelteobagms Bleeker, 1865. Bagridae. 

Phalacronotini Bleeker, 1862:18,90 (stirps). Type genus: Phalacronotus Bleeker, [1858]. Siluridae. 

Phreatobinae Reichel, 1927:383 (subfamily). Type genus: Phreatobius Goeldi, 1905. Pimelodidae. 

Pimelodinae Swainson, 1838:331,338 (subfamily). Type genus: Pimelodus [La Cepede, 1803]. Also as 
Pimelodi in the same publication. Priority over Pimelodini Bonaparte, 1838, not established. Pi¬ 
melodidae. 

Pimelodini Bonaparte, 1838:131 (subfamily?). Type genus: [Pimelodus La Cepede, 1803]. See Pimelodi¬ 
nae Swainson. Pimelodidae. 

Pinirampidae Fernandez-Yepez, 1965:12 (family). Type genus: [Pinirampus Bleeker, 1858]. Pimelodidae. 

Planiloricariina Isbrucker, 1979a:87, 89 (subtribe). Type genus: Planiloricaria Isbrucker, 1971. Loricari- 
idae. 

Platystacinae Eigenmann and Eigenmann, 1890:9,13,20 (subfamily). Type genus: Platystacus Bloch, 
1794. Aspredinidae. 

Plecostomiformes Bleeker, 1862:2 (subfamily). Type genus: Plecostomus Gron [Gronovius, 1763]. Also 
as stirps Plecostomini in the same publication. Not available, based on a name in a publication that 
was placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Works in Zoology, Opinion 261 (in Melville 
and Smith, 1987). Loricariidae. 

Plotosichthyoidei Bleeker, 1858:49, 310 (subfamily). Type genus: Plotosus Lacep [La Cepede, 1803]. 
Also phalanx Plotosini in the same publication. We consider this name to be available, with Plotosus 
as the type, based on the style of Bleeker’s publication and the definite reference to a single genus. 
Plotosidae. 

Porcinae Fowler, 1915:219 (subfamily). Type genus: Porcus Geoffroy St. Hilaire, 1808. Not available, 
based on a generic name that was placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names 
In Zoology, Opinion 1402 (in Melville and Smith, 1987). Bagridae. 

Pseudacanthicini Isbrucker, 1980:76 (tribe). Type genus: Pseudaccmthicus Bleeker, 1862. Also as subtribe 
Pseudacanthicina in the same publication. Loricariidae. 

Pseudauchenipterini Bleeker, 1862:6 (stirps). Type genus: Pseudauchenipterus Bleeker, [1862]. Also as 
phalanx Pseudauchenipteri in the same publication. Auchenipteridae. 

Pseudecheneidina de Pinna, 1996:64 (subtribe). Type genus: Pseudecheneis Blyth, 1860. Sisoridae. 

Pseudopimelodidae Femandez-Yepez and Martin, 1953:234 (family). Type genus: Pseudopimelodus 
Bleeker, 1858. Available when published, but does not meet availability criterion as now specified 
in Art. 13 of the Code. Mistakenly considered as earliest available proposition of the name by 
Silfvergrip (1992:305). This name was also used in subsequent papers by A. Fernandez-Yepez, but 
without associated diagnostic characters. Pimelodidae. 

Pseudopimelodinae Lundberg et al., 1991:204 (subfamily). Type genus: Pseudopimelodus Bleeker, 1858. 
Pimelodidae. 

Pteronotidae Adams et al., 1854:107 (family). Type genus: [Pteronotus Swainson, 1839]. Permanently 
invalid, as Pteronotus Swainson is a junior homonym of Pteronotus Gray, 1837 (Mammalia) 
(McKenna and Bell, 1997). Pimelodidae. 

Pygidiidae Eigenmann and Eigenmann, 1888:649 (family). Type genus: Pygidium Meyen, 1835. There is 
apparently a discrepancy between Meyen’s (1835) original and Eigenmann and Eigenmann’s sub¬ 
sequent notions of Pygidium . Refer to Tchernavin (1944) for a detailed account of the problem. The 
name Pygidiidae in virtually all the literature refers to the group known today as Trichomycteridae. 
Trichomycteridae. 

Reganellina Isbrucker, 1979a:87, 89 (subtribe). Type genus: Reganella Eigenmann, 1905. Loricariidae. 

Rhatndiae Bleeker, 1862:11,60 (phalanx). Type genus: Rhamdia Bleeker, 1858. Pimelodidae. 

Rhinoglanina Gunther, 1864:4, 10, 216 (group). Type genus: Rhinoglanis Gunther, 1864. Mochokidae. 
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Ricolina Isbriicker, 1981:54 (subtribe). Type genus: Ricola Isbriickerand Nijssen, 1978. Loricariidae. 

Rineloricariina Isbriicker, 1979a:87, 89 (subtribe). Type genus: Rineloricaria Bleeker, 1862. Lori¬ 
cariidae. 

Ritae Bleeker, 1862:8 (phalanx). Type genus: Rita Blkr. [Bleeker, 1858]. Bagridae. 

Saccobranchini Bleeker, 1858:xi, 336 (phalanx). Type genus: Saccobranchns [Valenciennes, in 
Cuvier and Valenciennes, 1840]. Heteropneustidae. 

Sarcoglanidinae Myers and Weitzman, 1966:278 (subfamily). Type genus: Sarcoglanis Myers and 
Weitzman, 1966. Trichomycteridae. 

Schilbeini Bleeker, 1858:49, 250, 256 (phalanx). Type genus: Schilbe Valenc. ex parte [= Oken, 
1817]. Schilbidae. 

Scleracanthi Miranda-Ribeiro, 1917:49 Not available as a family-group name, not based on a generic 
name. Proposed as an alternate name for Siluriformes or Nematognathi. 

Scoloplacinae Bailey and Baskin, 1976:5 (subfamily). Type genus: Scoloplax Bailey and Baskin, 
1976. Scoloplacidae. 

Siluranodontinae Regan, 1911:568. Type genus: Siluvanodon [Bleeker 1858]. Schilbidae. 

Silurichthyoidei Bleeker, 1858:49, 249 (subfamily). Type genus: Silunis L CV [= Linnaeus, 1758]. 
Both Silunis and Silurichthys were included in Bleeker’s subfamily Silurichthyoidei, leaving 
some doubt regarding the type genus. We believe the name to be based on Silunis , because of 
Bleeker’s convention of generating subfamily names by adding -ichthyoidei to the generic root. 
Therefore, we do not consider this name to be available as a family-group name based on 
Silurichthys. Siluridae. 

Siluridae Anomalopterae Gunther, 1864:3, 7, 66 (subfamily). Not available, not based on a generic 
name. 

Siluridae Branchicolae Gunther, 1864:4, 12, 276 (subfamily). Not available, not based on a generic 
name. 

Siluridae Heteropterae Gunther, 1864:2,5,30 (subfamily). Not available, not based on a generic name. 

Siluridae Homalopterae Gunther, 1864:2, 5, 13 (subfamily). Not available, not based on a generic 
name. 

Siluridae Opisthopterae Gunther, 1864:4, 12, 271 (subfamily). Not available, not based on a generic 
name. 

Siluridae Proteropodes Gunther, 1864:4, 11,222 (subfamily). Not available, not based on a generic 
name. 

Siluridae Proteropterae Gunther, 1864:3, 7, 69 (subfamily). Not available, not based on a generic 
name. 

Siluridae Stenobranchiae Gunther, 1864:3, 10, 191 (subfamily). Not available, not based on a generic 
name. 

Siluroides Cuvier, 1816:199. Type genus: [Silunis Linnaeus, 1758]. Available as a family-level name 
for Siluridae. Originally used for the group generally known as Siluriformes. Siluridae. 

Simuldentinae Taveme and Aloulou-Triki, 1974:64 (subfamily). Not available, not based on a generic 
name. Mochokidae. 

Sisorichthyoidei Bleeker, 1858:48, 50 (subfamily). Type genus: Sisor Buch. [Flamilton, 1822]. 
Sisoridae. 

Sorubinae Swainson, 1838:356 (also Swainson, 1839:190, 309) (subfamily). Type genus: Sonibium 
(= Sorubim) Spix [Spix and Agassiz, 1829]. Sonibium Swainson, 1838, is an emendation of 
Sorubim , which Swainson (1838:356) concluded was “no doubt a misprint.” As Swainson’s 
Sorubinae was based on an available generic name which he treated as valid, it is an available 
name, but with Sonibium as its type. Pimelodidae. 

Spectracanthicina Isbriickerand Nijssen, 1989:544 (subtribe). Type genus: Spectracanthicus Nijssen 
and Isbriicker, 1987. Loricariidae. 
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Stegophilina Gunther, 1864:5, 12, 276 (group). Type genus: Stegophilus Reinhardt, 1858. Trichomycteri- 
dae. 

Synodontini Bleeker, 1862:6 (stirps). Type genus: Synodontis Cuv [Cuvier, 1816]. Mochokidae. 
Tachysurinae Eigenmann, 1890:12 (subfamily). Type genus: Tachysums La Cepede, 1803. Ariidae. 
Torpedininae Fowler, 1915:225 (subfamily). Type genus: Torpedo [Forsskal, 1775]. Permanently invalid, 
as the name is based on a junior primary homonym of Torpedo Houttuyn, 1764. 

Trachelyopterini Bleeker, 1858:49, 250, 257 (phalanx). Type genus: Trachelyopterini [ Trachelyopterus] 
CV [Valenciennes, in Cuvier and Valenciennes, 1840]. See also entry above on Auchenipteridae. 
Auchenipteridae. 

Trichomycterini Bleeker, 1858:49, 250, 257 (phalanx). Type genus: Trichomycterus CV [Valenciennes, 
1833]. Trichomycteridae. 

Tridentinae Eigenmann, 1918:275 (subfamily). Type genus: Tridens Eigenmann and Eigenmann, 1889. 
Trichomycteridae. 

Trichogeninae Isbrucker, 1986:276 (subfamily). Type genus: Trichogenes Britski and Ortega, 1983. 
Trichomycteridae. 

Vandelliini Bleeker, 1862:17 (stirps). Type genus: Vandellia Valenciennes, 1846. Trichomycteridae. 
Vorhisiidae Frizzell, 1965:179 (family). Type genus: t Vorhisia Frizzell, 1965. Ariidae. 
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Appendix 1 


Catfish family-group names arranged alphabetically within current familes. Arrangement of 
families follows Nelson (1994), with modifications by Mo (1991), de Pinna and Vari (1995) and de 
Pinna (1996). Available family-group names, except those that are ruled permanently invalid, are in 
bold face. Names originally based on incorrect spelling of generic root are corrected; variant spellings 
not included. 


Akysidae 

Acrochordonichthvini de Pinna, 1996 
Akyses Gill, 1861b 
Parakvsidae Roberts, 1989 
Amblycipitidae 

Amblycepinae Day, 1873 
Amphiliidae 

Amphiliidae Regan, 1911 
Doumeinae Regan, 1911 
Anchariidae 

Anchariidae Glawand Vences, 1994 
Andinichthyidae 

Andinichthyidae Gayet, 1988 
Ariidae 

Arii Bleeker, 1 862 
Bagrcidae Schultz, 1944 
Batrachocephalinae Gill, 1893 
Doiichthvidae Weber, 1913 
Hemipimelodinae Gill, 1861b 
Osteogeniosinae Fowler, 1951 
Tachysurinae Eigenmann, 1890 
Vorhisiidae Frizzell, 1965 
Aspredinidae 

Aspredinae Swainson, 1838 
Aspredinidae Adams et al., 1 854 
Bunocephalini Bleeker, 1858 
Hoplomvzontinae Femandez-Yepez, 1950 
Platvstacinae Eigenmann and Eigenmann, 
1890 

Astroblepidae 

Argeini Bleeker, 1862 
Astroblepiformes Bleeker, 1862 
Cyclopidae Eigenmann, 1910 
Auehenipteridae 

Ageneiosi Bleeker, 1862 
Asterophysi Bleeker, 1862 
Auchenipterini Bleeker, 1862 
Centromochli Bleeker, 1862 
Euanemini Bleeker, 1858 
Pseudauchenipterini Bleeker, 1862 
Trachelvopterini Bleeker. 1858 
Austroglanididae 

Austroglanididae Mo, 1991 
Bagridae 

Bagrichthyes Bleeker, 1862 
Bagrichthvoidei Bleeker, 1858 


Bagroides Bleeker, 1851 
Batasinae Tilak, 1967 
Mystidae Fowler, 1935 
Mystini Hoedeman, 1949 
Olyrinae Gill, 1893 
Pelteobagrini Jayaram, 1966 
Poreinae Fowler, 1915 
Ritae Bleeker, 1862 
Callichthyidae 

Aspidoradidi Hoedeman, 1952 
Callichthini Bonaparte, 1838 
Cascaduridi Hoedeman, 1952 
Corydoradinae Hoedeman, 1952 
Dianemidi Hoedeman, 1952 
Hoplosterninae Miranda Ribeiro, 1959 
Cetopsidae 

Cetopsini Bleeker, 1858 
Helogenidae Regan, 1911 
Chacidae 

Chacini Bleeker, 1858 
Clariidae 

Clariini Bonaparte, 1846 
Heterobranchoidei Bleeker, 1858 
Saccobranchini Bleeker, 1858 
Claroteidae 

Auchenoglanidinae Jayaram, 1966 
Chrysichthyinae Regan, 1911 
Claroteini Bleeker, 1862 
Gephyroglanidini Jayaram, 1966 
Cranoglanididae 

Cranoglanidae Myers, 1931 
Diplomystidae 

Diplomystidae Eigenmann, 1890 
Doradidae 

Centrochirinae Fowler, 1951 
Doradini Bleeker, 1858 
Hemidoradinae Fowler, 1951 
Lithodoradinae Fowler, 1951 
Erethistidae 

Continaede Pinna, 1996 
Erethistides Bleeker, 1862 
Laguviini de Pinna, 1996 
Heteropneustidae 

Heteropneustidae Hora, 1936 
Saccobranchini Bleeker, 1858 
Hypsidoridae 
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Hypsidoridae Grande, 1987 
Ictaluridae 

Amieurina Gunther, 1864 
Astephinae Grande and Lundberg, 1988 
Ichthaelurinae Meek, 1904 
Ictaluri Gill, 1861b 
Loricariidae 

Acanthicini Bleeker, 1862 
Acestridiinae Isbriicker and Nijssen, 1974 
Acestrini Bleeker, 1862 
Ancistri Kner, 1853 
Chaetostomidi Fowler, 1958 
Farlowellidi Fowler, 1958 
Goniodontes Kner, 1853 
Harttiinae Boeseman, 1971 
Hemiodontichthyina Isbriicker, 1979a 
Hopliancistrini Isbriicker and Nijssen, 1989 
Hypoptopomatinae Eigenmann and 
Eigenmann, 1890 
Hypostomiden Kner, 1853 
Lictores Kner, 1853 
Lithogeninae Gosline, 1947 
Lithoxina Isbriicker, 1980 
Loricaria Rafinesque, 1815 
Loricariichthyina Isbriicker, 1979a 
Metaloricariina Isbriicker, 1979a 
Neoplecostominae Regan, 1904 
Otocinclini Isbriicker, 1979b 
Otothyrini Schaefer, 1991 
Planiloricariina Isbriicker, 1979a 
Plecostomiformes Bleeker, 1862 
Pseudacanthicini Isbriicker, 1980 
Pseudoloricariina Isbriicker, 1981 
Reganellina Isbriicker, 1979a 
Ricolina Isbriicker, 1981 
Rineloricariina Isbriicker, 1979a 
Spectracanthicina Isbriicker and Nijssen, 
1989 

Malapteruridae 

Malapterurini Bleeker, 1858 
Mochokidae 

Chiloglanidinae Riehl and Baensch, 1990 
Mochokidae Jordan, 1923 
Rhinoglanina Giinther, 1864 
Simuldentinae Taveme and Aloulou-Triki, 
1974 

Synodontini Bleeker, 1862 
Nematogenyidae 

Nematogenyini Bleeker, 1862 
Pangasiidae 

Pangasianodonidi Fowler, 1958 
Pangasini Bleeker, 1858 


Pimelodidae 

Anodontes Bleeker, 1858 
Calophysinae Eigenmann, 1890 
Heptapterinae Gill, 1861b 
Hypophthalmini Bleeker, 1862 
Luciopimelodinae Driver, 1919 
Phreatobinae Reichel, 1927 
Pimelodinae Swainson, 1838 
Pimelodini Bonaparte, 1838 
Pinirampidae Femandez-Yepez, 1965 
Pseudopimelodidae Femandez-Yepez and 
Martin, 1953 

Pseudopimelodinae Lundberg et al., 1991 
Pteronotidae Adams et al., 1854 
Rhamdiae Bleeker, 1862 
Sorubinae Swainson, 1838 
Plotosidae 

Plotosichthyoidei Bleeker, 1858 
Schilbidae 

Ailichthyoidei Bleeker, 1858 
Schilbeini Bleeker, 1858 
Siluranodontinae Regan, 191 1 
Scoloplacidae 

Scoloplacinae Bailey and Baskin, 1976 
Siluridae 

Kryptopterini Bleeker, 1862 
Phalacronotini Bleeker, 1862 
Silurichthyoidei Bleeker, 1858 
Siluroides Cuvier, 1816 
Sisoridae 

Bagarina Giinther, 1864 
Clypeati Kner, 1853 
Exostoniatina Giinther, 1864 
Glyptothoracini de Pinna, 1996 
Glyptosterni Gill, 1861b 
Inermes Kner, 1853 
Nangrina dc Pinna, 1996 
Pseudecheneidina de Pinna, 1996 
Sisorichthyoidei Bleeker, 1858 
Trichomycteridae 

Copionodontinae de Pinna, 1992 
Eremophilini Bonaparte, 1846 
Glanapteryginae Myers, 1944 
Pareiodontinae Eigenmann, 1918 
Pygidiidae Eigenmann and Eigenmann, 1888 
Sarcoglanidinae Myers and Weitzman, 1966 
Stegophilina Giinther, 1864 
Trichogeninae Isbriicker, 1986 
Trichomycterini Bleeker, 1858 
Tridentinae Eigenmann, 1918 
Vandelliini Bleeker, 1862 
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Unassigned Family-Level Names (including Suprafamilial Names) 


Anesipoma Latreille, 1825 
Ariobagri Bleeker, 1862 
Ariodontes Bleeker, 1858 
Dipteronotes Dumeril, 1856 
Glani Latreille, 1825 
Heterobranchia Latreille, 1825 
Nematognathi Gill, 1861a 
Oplophoria Rafinesque, 1815 
Scleraeanthi Miranda-Ribeiro, 1917 


Siluridae Anomalopterae Gunther, 1864 
Siluridae Branehieolae Gunther, 1864 
Siluridae Heteropterae Gunther, 1864 
Siluridae Homalopterae Gunther, 1864 
Siluridae Opisthopterae Gunther, 1864 
Siluridae Proteropodes Gunther, 1864 
Siluridae Proteropterae Gunther, 1864 
Siluridae Stenobranchiae Gunther, 1864 
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